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Admiralty Audubon Pipings

Saturday, 5 January 2019: First Saturday bird/
nature walk at Fort Flagler State Park, 9:00am 
to 11:30am 
Meet at 9:00am at the boat ramp leading to the 

NW spit.  Boat ramp has a log across it and is 
just beyond the Beach Comber Cafe. We will 
walk the spit, then possibly drive to the USGS 
fisheries lab to check the NE corner of the park. 
Expect to complete the walk by 11:30am. For more 
information, contact Trip Leader Paula Vanderheul; 
pvanderheul@gmail.com or 360-379-8564. 
Saturday, 26 January 2019: Field Trip to Fort 
Casey and Crockett Lagoon  
Meet on the Port Townsend - Coupeville ferry 
for the 8:00am sailing. We will be walk on pas-
sengers. The walk will be approximately 1.5 
to 2 miles. We will look for birds from the ferry, 
on Crockett Lagoon, and the forest of Fort Ca-
sey State Park. We will plan to return to Port 
Townsend on the 11:45am or 1:15pm sailing. 
Bring lunch and wear appropriate outdoor cloth-
ing. Rain and/or strong wind will cancel this field 
trip. Limit is 10 persons including the leader.  
RSVP to b1rdbrush@gmail.com. Remember there 
is some risk of being stranded on the Coupeville 
landing on Whidbey Island should the return ferry 
not be able to sail. Trip Leader Ron Sikes, 360-
385-0307.
Saturday, 2 February 2019: First Saturday bird/
nature walk at Fort Flagler State Park, 9:00am 
to 11:30am
See January information above for First 

Saturdays at Flagler. Trip Leader John 
Comstock at jhn.comstock@gmail.com.

AAS Field Trips
January & February 2019

Sunday, 20 January 2019, 9:00am - noon
We will be pulling Scot’s Broom and other inva-

sives and picking up garbage. Look for the white 
pickup truck and green workparty banner south of 
the little pond. Park in the parking area off of 12th 
Street. Tools and refreshments will be provided. 
Please bring work gloves. For information, call 
360-385-0307 or email ptrose53@gmail.com.

AAS Kah Tai Workparties January & February 2019
Sunday, 17 February 2019, 9:00am - noon
Same park, same agenda, same time. We’ll pull 
Scot’s broom and other invasives and pick up 
trash. Look for the white pickup on the Benedict 
Street Trail. Park in Chase Bank’s parking lot on 
the corner of HWY 20 and Kearney. Tools and 
refreshments provided. Please bring work gloves. 
For information, email ptrose53@gmail.com or call 
360-385-0307.

Christmas Bird Count
(almost) Final Report

I still need to check numbers for the final report, 
but here is a summary of our CBC 2018-19:
75 human participants
15,916 total birds counted
114 species, slightly less than the previous few 
years. Better than the historic average for our 
count circle, however
Best birds this year:
Yellow-billed Loon 1
American Kestrel 2
Least Sandpiper 2
Western Gull 1
Rhinoceros Auklet 1
White-throated Sparrow 1
Lincoln’s Sparrow 1
Canvasback 4
Misses this year (all difficult but doable):
Northern Harrier, Merlin or Peregrine Falcon - we 
usually get 1 or 2 of the 3 each year
Ancient Murrelet - the boat crew usually get some 
each year
Townsend’s Warbler - usually have 1 or 2 at feed-
ers
Evening Grosbeak and Red Crossbill - numbers 
inconsistent and vary widely every year
As usual, feeder watchers got a bird that the 
field teams missed. Again this year, it was a 
White-throated Sparrow.

Good Birding, 
Dan Waggoner

Admiralty Audubon CBC Chair
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Left column: Planting Day at Salish Coast Elementary, 2 December 2018; top near to far: Shane Trammell (school facilities 
staff), Bob Tyer, Barb Stone, Ron Sikes, Rosemary Sikes, Debbie Jahnke, Brenda McMillan, Bob Gray, Laurette Gilbert, Mike 
McClean, Jerry Gilbert; middle: far to near: Chris Neuman, Bob Tyer, Larry Heater, Ron Sikes, Joebob Moore, Rosemary 
Sikes, Debbie Jahnke, Rick Jahnke, Brenda McMillan, Laurette Gilbert; bottom: l-r: Chris Neuman, Taylor Clark, Ron Sikes, 
Rosemary Sikes, Monica MickHager, Debbie Jahnke, Rick Jahnke. 

Right column top to bottom: Roller, Tanzania, 2017; Red Wattlebird, Australia, 2018; Superb Fairy-wren, Australia, 2018

© Andrew Palmer

© Andrew Palmer

© Andrew Palmer

© Johanna King

© Johanna King

© Sandy Dickinson
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Rosemary Sikes
Admiralty Audubon Programs Chair

AAS Community Programs
January & February 2019 

Port Townsend Community Center
Lawrence & Tyler; the public is invited

Birds of Tanzania & Some Other Critters
Thursday, 17 January 2019, 7pm

Andrew Palmer, amateur wildlife photographer, 
went on a safari in three of Tanzania’s parks in the 
fall of 2017. Though the focus of the safari was 
on the Big Five, there were some opportunities to 
capture photos of some of the amazing variety of 
birdlife in the parks, which varied from the small-
est species of Falcon to the large Eagle Owl. The 
presentation is just a sampling of the 163 bird 
species participants recorded over the two weeks. 

Native Plants for Salish Coast -
We Came, We Dug, We Planted!

On 2 December, the 350+ native plants that 
Admiralty Audubon purchased in February from 
the Jefferson County Conservation District with 
a grant from National Audubon’s Plants for Birds 
Program were finally settled in to their new home 
at Salish Coast Elementary School. We were 
assigned the area adjacent to the administrative 
entrance to the building.

 Eighteen people showed up with shovels and 
enthusiasm and worked for a couple of muddy 
hours in an intermittent mist. We discovered that 
the soil was somewhat less ‘fluffy’ and ideal than 
we had anticipated judging from the topsoil used 
for landscaping work elsewhere on campus. We 
encountered lots of cobbles and smaller rocks 
but that’s just normal soil in our glacially carved 
environment, so the native plants should feel right 
at home.

Sword fern, salal, snowberry, red-flowering cur-
rant and mock orange were planted from the grant 
funds. All had been potted up into excellent organ-
ic potting soil (supplemented with aged manure) 
in February and watered regularly through the dry 
season, so they were very ready to be transplant-
ed but not rootbound. 

We were also able to transplant several shrubs 
and trees that had been scheduled for removal 
from a City park, including more mock orange and 
red-flowering currant as well as twinberry, a corne-
liancherry dogwood (Cornus mas) and an Oregon 
myrtle, also known as California bay (Umbellaria 
californica). The Cornus is native to central and 
southern Europe and western Asia, while the Um-
bellaria is native from southern California to south-
west Oregon. Neither tree species is invasive, and 
both provide significant wildlife value.

Thanks to Andrew Palmer for taking photos (p.2) 
all morning of the planting to document the effort 
for our grant reporting and to Sandy Dickinson for 
taking photos of the last diehards.

Rick Jahnke
Admiralty Audubon President

Down Under
Thursday, 21 February 2019, 7pm

Johanna King will be showing photos from her 
recent trip to Australia. She spent about a month 
in the eastern part of the country, traveling from 
the Daintree River in the north to Melbourne in the 
south. She visited a wide range of habitats, rang-
ing from ocean beaches to cloud forests to the 
flatlands of the outback. She saw an astounding 
328 species of birds, of which fewer than 20 were 
familiar to her. And she learned that the term “kan-
garoo” is far too generic, as there are many spe-
cies!  She even saw a platypus!  Come and enjoy 
this look at the natural history of Down Under. 

Western Meadowlark male singing post-bath, one of a pair 
seen and photographed for several weeks at Point Wilson in 
October and November 2018. The pair apparently didn’t stick 
around for the Christmas Bird Count in December.

© Beverly McNeil
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AAS Membership Form 2019
http://admiraltyaudubon.org

name          date
mailing address
city, state, zipcode
email address          phone number

Would you prefer your newsletter by email?            paper copy?          amount enclosed $

Send $20 annual membership to: Admiralty Audubon, PO Box 666, Port Townsend WA 98368
or pay online at the ‘Join’ link via PayPal or credit card

Membership includes 6 issues of our newsletter per year and the right to vote in chapter elections. 
Chapter programs and field trips are free to the public. We always welcome donations! Dues and donations are 

tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. Admiralty Audubon is a 501c3 nonprofit organization.

Year of the Bird Proclamation
WHEREAS, birds are present in every environment, urban or rural, wetland or upland, and are a re-

minder of our unbreakable connection to nature; and
WHEREAS, wildlife viewing and photography support over $7 billion in expenditures within Washington  

state annually; and
WHEREAS, more than 2000 species of birds play a role in pollination;  and nearly 6000 bird species 

feed on insects, reducing the impact of disease-transmitting insects on human, forest and agricultural 
health; and
WHEREAS, climate change is the number one threat to birds; and
WHEREAS, National Audubon has identified 75 important bird areas (IBAs) within Washington State, 

including the Indian - Marrowstone Island ecosystem;  and Protection Island, an IBA of global signifi-
cance; and
WHEREAS, the Olympic Peninsula,  including Port Townsend and Kah Tai Lagoon Nature Park, are 

important resting stops for migratory birds along the Pacific Flyway, thereby playing a critical role on an 
international scale for migratory birds that recognize no boundaries; and
WHEREAS, 2018 is the centennial year of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act with Canada, Mexico, Japan 

and Russia, which has for a century successfully protected migratory birds;
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Deborah Stinson, Mayor of the City of Port Townsend, do hereby proclaim 2018 

as the Year of the Bird in the City of Port Townsend and urge all citizens to take note of the observance.
19 November 2018

Deborah Stinson, 
Mayor, City of Port Townsend

Although 2018 was the Year of the Bird, it took 
us a little while to find our way onto the City 
Council agenda for a proclamation. On 19 No-
vember, we nearly filled the chamber at historic 
City Hall and Mayor Stinson read the proclamation 
language shown above, which was accepted by 
Admiralty Audubon President Rick Jahnke. Pho-
tos on page 5; thanks to Johanna King for taking 
photos.

It’s January. Dues Are Due
In order to simplify tracking and paperwork for 

our multi-hatted board members, our membership 
cycle was changed a couple of years ago to Janu-
ary 1 - December 31. Thanks to all who accepted 
this change and thanks for your support. If you 
are a new member who paid midyear in 2018, you 
are welcome to prorate your 2019 dues if you so 
choose. Dues are $20 per year for a household. 
Dues and donations are tax-deductible to the ex-
tent allowed by law.
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© Artemis Celt

© Paul Happel

left column: some Year of the Bird supporters; Mayor Stinson 
presenting the proclamation to Rick Jahnke (see page 4).
right column: birding on New Year’s Day at Chimacum 
Creek/Irondale Bay (can’t ID birders from their tailfeathers); 
Marsh Wren, Chimacum Creek, New Year’s Day; male 
Pileated Woodpecker in home landscape, Cape George.

© Artemis Celt

© Johanna King

© Johanna King
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President: Rick Jahnke    360-531-3417   rjahnke@att.net
Vice President & Publicity: Bill Vogt  360-531-2821         bill@archivalry.com
Secretary: Ron Sikes     360-385-0307   b1rdbrush@gmail.com
Treasurer: Bob Tyer     360-379-1610   bwtyer@gmail.com
Field Trips: David Gluckman    360-379-0360   cgluckman@aol.com
Programs: Rosemary Sikes    360-385-0307   ptrose53@gmail.com
Education: Gary Eduardo Perless  360-643-3529   gperless@gmail.com
Membership & Newsletter: Debbie Jahnke  360-531-3415   admiraudub@gmail.com
Member At Large - PI Rep: Craig Wester 360-385-5390   craigwester@olympus.net
Christmas Bird Count: Dan Waggoner  360-301-1788   danwags57@gmail.com  
Webmaster: Andrew Reding           --    admiraltyaudubon@gmail.com
Website: http://admiraltyaudubon.org             Facebook: https://facebook.com/admiraltyaudubon

Banner
Design and Art by

Larry Eifert©

Admiralty Audubon Officers and Board

Admiralty Audubon Society   PO Box 666   Port Townsend WA 98368

Bald Eagles and nest, Dosewallips, November 2018 
© Artemis Celt

The research journal Science recently published 
‘Global pattern of nest predation is disrupted by 
climate change in shorebirds’ (November 2018, 
362:680-683), wherein the authors found that 
shorebirds have experienced a worldwide in-
crease in nest predation in the last 70 years. His-
torical gradients in predation showed highest rates 
in the tropics, but this trend has been recently re-
versed in the Northern Hemisphere, most notably 

in the Arctic, consistent with climate-induced shifts 
in predator-prey relationships.

Science journal articles are behind a paywall, 
but other openly accessible websites do a fine 
job of discussing the results for the rest of us, for 
example: https://www.dailyclimate.org/shorebird-
egg-theft-is-becoming-a-big-problem-in-the-arctic-
and-climate-change-is-behind-it-2618746304.html

Climate Change Is Impacting Nest Predation, Particularly In The Arctic


