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Admiralty Audubon Pipings

Audubon Washington, working with a broad 
coalition of other concerned groups, spent 
countless hours during the last legislative session 
lobbying for a bill to phase out non-native fish net 
pens in Washington by 2022. I am happy to report 
that thanks to their efforts, HB2957 was passed 
by the legislature and signed by Governor Inslee. 
This measure bans new invasive Atlantic Salmon 
fish farming operations in Washington State and 
prohibits the renewal of existing leases.

This is a big win for Washington’s birds and 
marine ecosystem that are already stressed by 
human development, climate change, ocean 
acidification and decreased food resources.  
Eliminating the chemical pollution and disease 
risks associated with net pen operations will 
reduce the environmental stress and enable our 
state agencies to focus their limited resources on 
conservation efforts of native salmon species and 
Puget Sound and coastal habitats.  

Washington is the only state on the west coast 
where Atlantic Salmon can be raised in off-shore 
net pens. Oregon and California had previously 
banned such operations. As Atlantic salmon fish 
farming is phased out, we will join these other 
states in protecting our shared native salmon. 

This successful legislative effort comes on the 
heels of an earlier success in which, thanks to 
Audubon Washington’s leadership, scientific 
expertise, and multi-year effort, the WA Depart-
ment of Ecology denied the use of the pesticide, 
imidacloprid, by oyster growers in Willapa Bay and 
Gray’s Harbor.  As noted in the last newsletter, this 
pesticide is not permitted for use in aquatic sys-
tems anywhere else and its application on land has 
been implicated in the decline of bees worldwide.  

With these two successes, Audubon Washington 
has emerged as an important voice in protecting 
Washington’s natural environment, habitats and 
wildlife. All of us who value birds should thank them 
for their efforts. And, tell your friends of their good 
work - they would welcome support for their efforts.

Another Success for 
Audubon Washington - and Us

Rick Jahnke, 
AAS President

Birding Trips July & August 2018
First Saturday at Flagler, 7 July, 9:00am:

John Comstock is continuing his First Saturdays 
at Flagler birdwalks this summer! Meet at the low-
er campground at Fort Flagler. You’ll find us at the 
old boat ramp with the log on the spit. Wear warm, 
layered clothes and prepare for the weather. We’ll 
walk the spit and scope Rat Island. Then, we head 
on to Marrowstone Point at the USGS fishery re-
search station and finish up at the sewage ponds. 
For more information, contact Trip Leader: John 
Comstock at jhn.comstock@gmail.com.
Saturday, 21 July, 8:00am - 1pm: Ducks of the 
Duckabush River

Meet at the Port Townsend Park and Ride at 
8:00am for carpooling down to the Duckabush 
Oxbow Preserve, one of the Jefferson Land 
Trust’s most spectacular properties. We will stop 
at the Quilcene Ranger Station if there are south 
county participants, and for a pit stop, then drive 
to Duckabush Road uphill to park at the Powerline 
parking lot. Traipsing down to a meadow that often 
has elk we will see ducks (mergansers), dippers, 
flycatchers and warblers in their last active 
parenting of the year. Learn about the restoration 
and development planned for this beautiful spot. 
Bring rain gear if rain is at all forecast, water, 
lunches, binoculars, walking sticks and good 
footwear. This is an area with few established  
trails. Please RSVP for this walk in order to know 
numbers for carpooling. Trip leader: Monica 
Fletcher at monicaflet@gmail.com or call 360-379-
3136 to leave a message.
First Saturday at Flagler, 4 August, 9:00am:

See 7 July above for First Saturday information; 
contact Trip Leader jhn.comstock@gmail.com.
Saturday, 11 August, 8:30am - 11:30am: Port 
Townsend: First Things First Walk

Meet at Better Living through Coffee at 100 
Tyler Street on the new plaza off Water St. for 
coffee at 8:30 am and then go birding.  We will do 
some birding from the Union Wharf, and then walk 
along the hidden bay side trail to the Boat Hav-
en.  We will discuss seabirds, shorebirds and see 
and hopefully not be bombarded by the massive 
numbers of gulls in our area.  Trip Leader: Monica 
Fletcher, monicaflet@gmail.com or 360-379-3136.
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photos on page 2: clockwise from top left: Western 
Grebe, Lake Agency OR, May 2018; Bald Eagle, Crow, 
Great Blue Heron, Hood Canal, June 2018 (see story 
above); Violet-green Swallow, Cape George home 
landscape, June 2018; White-breasted Nuthatch, Sisters 
OR, May 2018; Spotted Towhee about to land, home 
landscape, May 2018; Belted Kingfisher female, Kah Tai 
Lagoon Nature Park, April 2018. 

It’s All About the Fish
I‘m working on a project with the Northwest Wa-

tershed Institute trying to photograph eagles and 
Great Blue Herons as they catch Midshipman fish 
(sometimes mistakenly called Bullheads or Scul-
pin) on the Hood Canal. In case you don’t know, 
the Midshipmen spend most of the year as deep 
as 1000 feet in the Pacific and parts of the Sound 
and only rise near the surface for spawning in late 
June and early July. They spawn and raise the fry 
in the edges of shallow rock beaches and oyster 
beds. Bald Eagles and Great Blue Herons pluck 
the adults out of their beds for daily snacks, often 
in competition with each other. When the Midship-
men go back to deep water, most of the eagles 
move to higher ground until next year.

There is an interesting pecking order between 
the three species shown on page 2 (upper right 
photo). The Great Blue Herons are the best 
fishers. Their long beaks make it easier to reach 
among the oysters to grab spawning Midshipman 
fish in the mud. The eagles are big thieves, going 
after any fish taken by a heron if the heron doesn’t 
immediately take off and go elsewhere to eat or 
quickly swallow the fish whole (making sure the 
head faces correctly). Juvenile eagles rob from 
anyone, including adult eagles. The crows sneak 
around eating the pieces falling off others’ meals 
or dropped fish. 

The day this image was shot, there were 8-10 
herons and about the same number of eagles 
moving in and out of the oyster beds hunting for 
Midshipmen (and anything else that swam in). 
The photo was taken when all the birds seemed 
to have eaten their fill for the moment and were 
waiting for the next round of fishing and stealing to 
commence (which it did a few minutes later). 

Bittersweet - Year of the Bird
One hundred years ago, the Migratory Bird Trea-

ty Act (MBTA) was signed into law by the United 
States and Great Britain (on behalf of Canada). 
This precedent-setting legislation has protected 
birds for a century, and inspired similar legisla-
tion with other countries in the intervening years. 
In part to celebrate this important anniversary, 
National Audubon has teamed up with National 
Geographic, BirdLife International and Cornell Lab 
or Ornithology to officially declare 2018 the Year of 
the Bird with many scheduled celebratory events 
scheduled throughout the year.

Unfortunately, 2018 is also the year that 
National Audubon has felt compelled to lead a 
coalition of environmental groups in suing the 
federal government, challenging the present 
administration’s elimination of longstanding 
protections for waterfowl, raptors and songbirds 
under the MBTA (National Audubon Society v. 
Department of Interior).  What happened?

In December of last year, the present admin-
istration reversed decades of public policy and 
practice, by many Democratic and Republican 
administrations, by interpreting the MBTA’s pro-
hibition on the killing of birds to apply only to 
activities the are purposely intended to kill birds.  
Incidental killing, that is unintentional but predica-
ble and avoidable killing is exempt. For a century, 
it has been the risk of fines that has incentivized 
industries to work with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
services to minimize incidental bird deaths. Exam-
ples of these efforts include following best practic-
es in siting wind farms and transmission lines to 
minimize collisions in migratory flyways or cov-
ering chemical retention ponds to avoid landing 
by water fowl. Under the new interpretation, the 
incentive to minimize these foreseeable deaths is 
eliminated.

Speaking for myself, I would much prefer to be 
celebrating the Year of the Bird and for Nation-
al Audubon to be spending their resources on 
bird conservation measures. However, given the 
present situation, I fully support Audubon’s effort 
to re-establish the full protections in the MBTA that 
have served us and birds well for the last century.

David Gluckman
AAS Trip Chair

Rick Jahnke
AAS President
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AAS Membership Form 2018
http://admiraltyaudubon.org

name          date
mailing address
city, state, zipcode
email address          phone number

Would you prefer your newsletter by email?            paper copy?          amount enclosed $

Send $20 annual membership to: Admiralty Audubon, PO Box 666, Port Townsend WA 98368
or pay online at the Membership link via PayPal or credit card

Membership includes 6 issues of our newsletter per year and the right to vote in chapter elections. 
Chapter programs and field trips are free to the public. We always welcome donations! Dues and donations are 

tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. Admiralty Audubon is a 501c3 nonprofit organization.

Photos on page 5 - clockwise from top left: White-headed Woodpecker male, Sisters OR, May 2018; Yellow-rumped Warbler, 
Sisters OR, May 2018; American Pipit, Fort Flagler, November 2016; Song Sparrow, Dungeness Recreation Area, May 2018; 
Brown Pelican, Point Hudson, May 2018; Green-tailed Towhee, Sisters OR, May 2018.

Saga of the Chickadees, and “I never saw that before”                        
Birder Sue Hoover has a cautionary tale for those of us who maintain nest boxes.
 Black-capped Chickadees were building a nest in April in a box above her berry rows. When she 

worked near the boxes on her compost, the chickadees disappeared. After a week, she assumed she 
had caused them to abandon the nest and so removed the incomplete nest and planned to take it to the 
Dungeness Audubon Center at Sequim as they have the permits to display wildlife specimens & nests.

The nest...”was a beautiful flat collection of the finest nesting materials you can imagine: dog hair, 
green moss, dryer lint, and tiny dry grasses. My chemo brain did not process the fact that ‘this nest has 
not been adequately formed into a cup and is so clean I know it’s not been used, no eggs, no young.’”

A week later, she saw two birds go into the box! She quickly climbed up her ladder and replaced the 
incomplete nest. Eight days later, she watched the pair fly out of the nest and court together on the 
top bar of her sugar snap pea fence, about four feet from the box, where they touched the tips of their 
beaks together. “Never saw that before. What does that mean? 
They had not exchanged anything.”

Both birds were busy through the third week of May. By late 
May, she observed a bird go in the box and stay while a sec-
ond bird with something in its mouth hung on at the hole, tip 
forward, then fly away - male feeding female who is sitting on 
the nest?

Sue has not reported on the final outcome, but the message 
seems to be that chickadees are more accepting of disappear-
ing and reappearing nests than we might have assumed.
 https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Black-capped_Chickadee

© Ron Sikes

Black-capped Chickadee, home landscape.

Native Plants for Birds
Under the ‘Info’ links on our chapter website is ‘Native Plants for Birds’, a program of the Coleman 

and Susan Burke Center that funded our National Audubon grant for native plants for Salish Coast 
Elementary School. If you fill in your zip code at the link you can find useful information about what 
plant species will attract which birds to your local garden. Our chapter’s regional information has been 
compiled by Board member and naturalist Ron Sikes (thank you, Ron!).
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Juvenile Bald Eagle with Midshipman fish, June 2018.

© David Gluckman

Christmas Bird Count - Planning in July
Our Christmas Bird Count leader could use some help with the CBC organizing. We would welcome 

a major hand with organizing the people who count the birds. Our chapter has about 13 routes within 
our count circle, and people who participate are assigned to routes based on their location, preferences, 
interests and skill level. Each route needs an expert birder or two or three, a scribe to accurately accu-
mulate the data, and a few pairs of eyes to observe the field. Is organizing people one of your skill sets? 
Would you enjoy making contact with your fellow birders by email and phone to populate the routes and 
keep track of all the participants? If we start now, it’ll be much calmer in December. The CBC runs from 
Friday, December 14, 2018 through Saturday, January 5, 2019 and we usually hold ours on the first 
Saturday. Email admiraudub@gmail.com for questions or to volunteer. Thank you!


