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Admiralty Audubon Pipings

AAS Kah Tai Workparties
January & February 2018

Sunday, 14 January, 9 am to noon: Park at 
the KTLNP parking lot. Look for the white pickup 
north of the picnic shelter. We will be spreading 
compost, pulling Scot’s Broom and picking up 
trash. Bring a rake if you have one.
Sunday, 25 February, 9 am to noon: The 
nearest parking is at the Chase Bank parking lot. 
Walk the paved trail or loop trail to the Benedict 
Street trail where you will find the white pickup 
truck. We will be pulling Scot’s Broom, or Spurge 
Laurel and Holly in the woodland, or picking up 
trash. If you want to pull Spurge Laurel and Holly 
seedlings, a pair of needlenose or other small 
pliers is very helpful.

Refreshments, Scot’s Broom pullers, garbage 
grabbers & garbage bags provided. For information: 
email ptrose53@gmail.com or call 360-385-0307.

The December 2017 Christmas Bird Count was held on a beautiful day. Beautiful is defined as no 
snow, no rain and very little wind. We recorded a record high of 119 species on count day. A  Ring-
necked Pheasant was added for count week. The total number of birds was 16,811.

A total of 60 people participated in this year’s count: 52 were out in the field and 10 were at their 
feeders watching. A few did both. I have always talked about the importance of feeder watchers. Every 
year they get at least one bird that the field teams miss. This year that bird was a White-throated 
Sparrow. Admiralty Audubon appreciated all that joined this year’s count.

To start with the negative: this year’s misses were actually few and they are not that easy anyway. That 
is the reason we hit a new high. The misses were Black Scoter, Greater Yellowlegs and Red Crossbill. 

On to the high counts. The most numerous birds for this year’s count were American Wigeon 955 
and Common Murre 941. The birds that hit their historical high counts this year were Trumpeter Swan 
104, Brandt’s Cormorant 301, Ancient Murrelet 327 (photo p.2), Cooper’s Hawk 10, Barred Owl 5, Hairy 
Woodpecker 11 and Cedar Waxwing 170. Anna’s Hummingbird also reached a new high of 72, 30 
above last year. Their population growth is also reflected by being noted on almost every single checklist.

Low counts were few. BIrds of note were Bonaparte’s Gull 1 and Chestnut-backed Chickadee 11.
We had four intrepid groups out in the early hours owling with success. Owls included Barn Owl 1, 

Barred Owl 5 and Northern Saw-whet Owl 3.
The bird of the day was probably the 10 White-winged Crossbills that Cher West-Albright and her 

group found out on Eaglemount Road. This is an irruptive year for the crossbills from the far north and 
they have been found along the coast all the way to Northern California. The interesting point is none 
of their relatives the Red Crossbill were seen. Cher also found 4 Gray Jays which have become rare on 
our count over the last 10 years. Bob Boekelheide and the Charriers found 1 Yellow-billed Loon out on 
their boat (photo p.2). The Charriers’ boat always adds great numbers of deep water birds.

Admiralty Audubon would again like to thank everyone who participated in this year’s successful 
Christmas Bird Count. Dan Waggoner, CBC Chair

Let There Be Fallen and Standing 
Dead Wood In Your Landscape 

Since invertebrates are critical food sources 
for birds, your landscape can provide these little 
animals habitat in down and standing dead wood.  
This wood provides fungal gardens, hide outs 
and cellulose for invertebrates like beetles, flies, 
bees, ants, spiders, sow bugs, millipedes, and 
centipedes. Downy Woodpeckers, Red-breast-
ed Nuthatches, Northern Flickers, warblers, 
Ruby-crowned Kinglets, Bushtits, wrens, Brown 
Creepers and chickadees require these inverte-
brate foods. You can make tree branch fences, 
erect small snags, or let a dead tree stand or lay 
fallen.  An upright tree branch or snag makes a 
popular bird perch and maybe a nest cavity.

Christmas Bird Count 2017 - Good Weather, Great Results

Ron Sikes, AAS Secretary
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photos on page 2 - clockwise from top left: Wigeons in flight, 
Chimacum Creek, December 2017; Great Horned Owl adult 
and juvenile, Malheur NWR; Sandhill Crane and colt (chick), 
Klamath Basin; five of a flock of nearly 300 Ancient Murrelets 
in Port Townsend and Oak Bays for CBC; Yellow-billed 
Loon, CBC; Barn Owl from Discovery Bay Wild Bird Rescue, 
November 2016.

AAS Community Programs
January & February 2018 

Port Townsend Community Center
Lawrence & Tyler

the public is invited

Rosemary Sikes
AAS Programs Chair

Malheur National Wildlife Refuge 
after the Occupation

15 February 2018, 7pm
Nikon Professional Photographer, and Admi-

ralty Audubon Field Trip Chair, David Gluckman, 
will show a selection of his wildlife and landscape 
photographs and short videos of Malheur Nation-
al Wildlife Refuge, recently the site of a takeover 
by Nevada ranchers seeking a change in federal 
policy concerning the use of public lands. The 
presentation will include a wide range of the birds 
this refuge is noted for as well as other wildlife and 
scenic views. The Malheur NWR south of Burns, 
OR, was first established by President Theodore 
Roosevelt in 1908 and comprises 188,000 acres 
of water, grasslands and volcanic features.

Live Raptors and Owls
18 January 2018, 7 pm

Cindy Daily of Discovery Bay Wild Bird Rescue 
in Port Townsend will bring live raptors and owls 
to the Community Center to educate us about the 
birds’ natural history, and also about the role of 
wildlife rehabilitators.

We don’t know yet which of the birds will be 
visiting our chapter, so come for the surprise. This 
is always a great program for families.

All Admiralty Audubon programs are free and 
open to the public. Wildlife rehabilitation centers 
are dependent on donations for their operations, 
so contributions to support their efforts are most 
welcome. You can visit the center online at 
http://discoverybaywildbirdrescue.com.

Native Plants for Birds and 
Pollinating Insects

A once-a-year opportunity to purchase native 
plants happens during the Jefferson County 
Conservation District Plant Sale. Last date to 
have an order accepted is Friday, 16 February 
2018. Saturday, 3 March, there is a plant sale 
at the Jefferson County Fairgrounds. Visit 
www.jeffersoncd.org for order form and plant 
descriptions.

Adding native plants is essential for pollinating 
insects and invertebrate food sources for birds 
visiting your landscape. Many popular exotic 
plants have little value for native insects or birds. 
Native insects and their native plant hosts grew 
up together. Exotic plants left their insect followers 
behind. 

Since we occupy the mildest climate (lowlands 
as opposed to mountains) in our region and usual-
ly have the most fertile soils, we can grow abun-
dant and nutritious  food sources for birds. As our  
human footprint  grows ever larger our choices of 
landscape plants become more important for bird 
and pollinating insect survival.

When in your favorite local nursery, you can 
often find some native plants. An excellent choice 
is the very user-friendly, ornamental Evergreen 
Huckleberry. Its flowers are nectar-rich for 
hummingbirds and our songbirds eat its fruits. 
Humans have been known to eat the fruits raw 
or in very tasty pies and jams. Another nursery-
available and highly bird-used plant is the Red 
Flowering Currant. Salal, the evergreen spreading 
shrub often found in nurseries, is excellent cover 
for the bush birds and provides nectar and fruits 
popular with hummingbirds and song birds.

Ron Sikes
AAS Secretary

Great Backyard Bird Count 2018
The 21st annual Great Backyard Bird Count 

(GBBC) is a collaboration of Cornell Lab of Orni-
thology, Bird Studies Canada and Audubon, pow-
ered by eBird. This year’s count will occur 16 - 19 
February 2018.  All members are encouraged to 
participate. You can participate from the comfort of 
your own home for as little as 15 minutes. To find 
out more, just go to http://gbbc.birdcount.org/. 

Dues are due January 2018. If you joined mid-
year 2017, you are welcome to prorate if you 
choose. Dues form on page 4.
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AAS Membership Form 2018 - DUES ARE DUE IN JANUARY FOR 2018
http://admiraltyaudubon.org

name          date
mailing address
city, state, zipcode
email address          phone number

Would you prefer your newsletter by email?            paper copy?          amount enclosed $

Send $20 annual membership to: Admiralty Audubon, PO Box 666, Port Townsend WA 98368
or pay online at the Membership link via PayPal or credit card

Membership includes 6 issues of our newsletter per year and the right to vote in chapter elections. 
Chapter programs and field trips are free to the public. We always welcome donations!

Field Trip Reports

Photos on page 5 - clockwise from top left: Barred Owl, Lake Quinalt, October 2017; Anna’s Hummingbird, Larry 
Scott Trail, December 2014; Ruffed Grouse, Hoh Rain Forest, October 2017; artistic Cardinal for Christmas cards, 
2017; leucistic Bewick’s Wren, Point Wilson, November 2017; Wigeons in Chimacum Creek, December 2017.

18 November 2017: Fort Flagler State Park
Brisk chill winds and swirls of shorebirds greeted us at the parking area at Fort Flagler Spit. 

Hypotheses sprouted about what the Black-bellied Plovers, Dunlin, and a few Sanderlings were picking 
out of the surface of the close-mowed field prefacing the log and sand spit. Three guesses were 
earthworm waste, invertebrate eggs, and soil nematodes. Maybe a hand lens and a hand cultivator 
could allow discovery of an answer. 

Further along the beach a couple of Black Turnstones were with Dunlin. We saw our first fall Brant; a 
flock of 40+ were flying about near the end of the spit. Perhaps they were being moved by an adult Bald 
Eagle surveying Rat Island where many dried-out seals were lounging. 

Tiring of the biting wind, we turned southeast toward Marrowstone Point. Along the way we viewed a 
Double-crested and Pelagic Cormorants glistening in the weak sunlight. Beautiful Harlequin Ducks, Surf 
Scoters, White-wing Scoter, Bufflehead Ducks, Common Goldeneye Ducks, Red-breasted Mergansers, 
Glaucous-wing and Mew Gull, Horned Grebe, and a Common Loon foraged along the shore. Reaching 
the shelter of the Shorepine woodland we briefly saw a little greenish bird, maybe an Orange-crowned 
Warbler. No woodpeckers were observed in the woodland in spite of of the many hammered snags. The 
call of a Spotted Towhee and the feeding Pacific Wren were the only birds along the trail. 

Back at our cars we headed up the road. A brown Northern Harrier floated over the field causing the 
shorebirds to scatter. A brief stop at the ponds next to the water treatment plant gave us a view of male 
and female Green-winged Teal. Trip Leader Ron Sikes.

9 December 2017: Fort Flagler State Park
A total of 36 species were observed: Brant 45, Canada Goose 43, Northern Shoveler 3, American 

Wigeon 12, Mallard 6, Green-winged Teal 8, Harlequin Duck 2, Surf Scoter 55, Bufflehead 12, Com-
mon Goldeneye 4, Red-breasted Merganser 18, Pacific Loon 61, Common Loon 1, Horned Grebe 22, 
Red-necked Grebe 2, Brandt’s Cormorant 12, Pelagic Cormorant 6, Double-crested Cormorant 4, Bald 
Eagle 2, Black-bellied Plover 6, Black Turnstone 8, Sanderling 7, Dunlin 9, Pigeon Guillemot 8, Heer-
mann’s Gull 2, Mew Gull 12, Glaucous-winged Gull 7, American Crow 5, Chestnut-backed Chickadee  
4, Red-breasted Nuthatch 2, Pacific Wren 2, Ruby-crowned Kinglet 1, American Robin 12, Dark-eyed 
Junco 12, Song Sparrow 2. Spotted Towhee 1. Trip Leader John Comstock.

No field trips are scheduled as yet for January and February. Check the website for updates. 
We will also provide updates on facebook and by email, so make sure you’re on our email list
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President: Rick Jahnke    360-531-3417   rjahnke@att.net
Vice President & Publicity: Bill Vogt  360-531-2821         bill@archivalry.com
Secretary: Ron Sikes     360-385-0307   b1rdbrush@gmail.com
Treasurer: Bob Tyer     360-379-1610   bwtyer@gmail.com
Field Trips: David Gluckman    360-379-0360   cgluckman@aol.com
Programs: Rosemary Sikes    360-385-0307   ptrose53@gmail.com
Education: Gary Perless           --    gperless@gmail.com
Membership & Newsletter: Debbie Jahnke  360-531-3415   admiraudub@gmail.com
Member At Large - PI Rep: Craig Wester 360-385-5390   craigwester@olympus.net
Christmas Bird Count: Dan Waggoner  360-301-1788   danwags57@gmail.com  
Webmaster: Andrew Reding           --    aareding@gmail.com
Website: http://admiraltyaudubon.org             Facebook: https://facebook.com/admiraltyaudubon

Banner
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Larry Eifert©

Admiralty Audubon Officers and Board

Admiralty Audubon Society   PO Box 666   Port Townsend WA 98368

Kingfisher at Kah Tai

A Special Thank You
On behalf of Admiralty Audubon I wish to express our thanks to Dan Waggoner who again this year 

organized the chapter’s Christmas Bird Count.  Our CBC effort had 60 participants this year. Given the 
population of east Jefferson County, on a per capita basis, this level of participation greatly exceeds 
other regions and speaks to Dan’s dedication to birding. Dan single-handedly organized the routes, 
route leaders, feeder watchers and other volunteers as well as compiled and submitted our final totals.  
Thank you, Dan.

I would also like to thank member Gary Perless for stepping up to occupy our Education 
Chair. He fills a critical gap in our chapter’s community service efforts.

Rick Jahnke, AAS President
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