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Admiralty Audubon Pipings
AAS Field Trips 

September & October 2017
Saturday, 9 September 2017 - Larry Scott Trail 
at the Boat Haven

We will bird along the Larry Scott Trail during low 
tide. Meet at 12:30 pm at the parking area west 
of the Port Townsend Boat Harbor and next to the 
restroom at the beginning of the Larry Scott Trail. 
We will walk the trail west then return for a round 
trip of about one mile. For more information con-
tact Trip Leader Ron Sikes 360-385-0307 or email 
b1rdbrush@gmail.com.
Sunday, 17 September 2017 - Fall Migration at 
Fort Flagler

Join our Admiralty Audubon Society field trip 
Sunday September 17. We will meet at the sew-
age pond parking lot at 9 am to walk around the 
pond and down to the beach looking for shorebirds 
and waterfowl, then to the camp ground road out 
to the RV camping area to walk the spit between 
Kilisut Harbor and Port Townsend Bay.

Those interested in carpooling from Port 
Townsend should meet at the Park and Ride 
near Safeway by 8:30 a.m. I’ll meet everyone at 
the sewage pond parking lot. Once entering Fort 
Flagler drive to the four way stop signs. Turn right 
following the short road to the parking lot. Bring 
your binoculars, spotting scope, field guides and 
dress in warm layers, hats, gloves, and hiking 
boots for comfort. A Discover Pass is required. 
Paula Vanderheul, Trip Leader: 360-379-8564 or 
email pvanderheul@gmail.com.  

Friday, 6 October 2017 - Birding at Fort Worden
Let’s meet at the North Beach parking lot at 

8:30 am. You won’t need a Discover Pass unless 
you park at Fort Worden. 

Plan on a good 2 hours or more depending on 
what we see. Bring jacket, wear sturdy shoes or 
boots and bring water, binoculars and scope if you 
have one; I do not have one. Let me know if  you 
want to carpool.

Please call me to confirm that you are joining 
this walk, 360-385-9730 or 360-531-2408. I prefer 
to keep the group size small, around 6 or 7 maxi-
mum. Trip Leader Beverly McNeil.

ACOW in Our Neighborhood
This year’s Audubon Council of Washington 

(ACOW) Annual Meeting will be held in our own 
backyard at the Jamestown S’Klallam Tribal Cen-
ter in Sequim on 13 - 15 October 2017. This is an 
excellent opportunity to find out what other chap-
ters in our state are up to and to hear the latest 
state and national initiatives that Audubon will be 
promoting and leading in coming months. This 
year’s speakers will include Hilary Franz, Wash-
ington’s Commissioner of Public Lands; as well as 
National Audubon Society’s Matt Anderson, Direc-
tor of Audubon’s Climate Initiative; John Rowden, 
Director of Community Conservation; and Brooke 
Bateman, Director of the Climate Watch Program.

While the main meeting is scheduled for Sat-
urday (14 October), there are also interesting  
meetings focused on conservation and education 
issues on Friday afternoon/evening and guided 
bird walks on Sunday morning. You can find out 
more about the meeting by going to the state 
Audubon web site (wa.audubon.org) and clicking 
on the ACOW box. The agenda is posted as well 
as directions to register for the meeting.

AAS Kah Tai Workparties
September & October 2017

Sunday, 24 September, 9 am to noon: We will be 
picking up trash, digging blackberry sprouts and 
pulling weeds south of the Kah Tai Lagoon. Bring 
work gloves and trash grabbers if you have them 
or a shovel if you want to dig blackberry sprouts 
near the picnic shelter. Refreshments, garbage 
bags, Scot’s Broom pullers provided. Parking is 
next to the utility room and sanican across from 
Henery Hardware. Look for the white pickup near 
the picnic shelter. Information - call 360-385-0307.
Sunday, 22 October, 9 am to noon: Plant Shore 
Pine and Garry Oak in Duck Heaven on the 
northeast side of the lagoon. Bring work gloves 
and shovels. A bucket would be helpful to put the 
dirt in so it does not get lost in the grass. Refresh-
ments provided. Park on Blaine/19th Street west 
of the Kearney Street intersection. Call 360-385-
0307 for information. More information about this 
event can be found on page 3 (see ‘Arbor Day’).
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© David Gluckman

clockwise from upper left: Ann Weinmann; her winning Salicornia 
photograph from the Jefferson County Fair (story p.3); Golden-
headed Tanager, Costa Rica, 2017; mostly Shovelers landing at 
Kah Tai; Aloura’s eagle (story p.3); Red-tailed Hawk fledgling near 
Kah Tai, August 2017.

© Ann Weinmann

©  Artemis Celt

© Aloura Remy

© Beverly McNeil
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Congratulation to Ann Weinmann!
Admiralty Audubon was invited to sponsor a 

prize for the first place nature photograph at the 
Jefferson County Fair this year. The chapter of-
fered a modest cash prize and one year’s mem-
bership to the chapter. 

One of our chapter members was awarded first 
prize! Congratulations to Ann Weinmann (upper 
left on page 2) for her beautiful photo (upper right 
on page 2). We asked her for a description of how 
she chose the location to photograph:

“I went with a fellow photographer to Fort 
Worden at sunset in the fall and happened to 
catch this picture. Being a botanist I especially 
liked the fall coloring of the pickle weed (ie. Sal-
icornia)”.

Appreciating Cecil Andrus
Cecil Andrus died on 24 August 2017. Mr. 

Andrus was a Governor of Idaho and served as 
Jimmy Carter’s Secretary of the Interior. His love 
of nature led to an outstanding legacy for our 
great outdoors, including the protection of the 
100 million-acre Wrangell-St. Elias National Park 
in Alaska as well as 56 million acres as national 
monuments. 

There is a local connection to Cecil Andrus and 
Kah Tai Lagoon Nature Park. Citizen volunteers 
had proposed to preserve the lagoon and sur-
rounding lands as a park to the federal Land and 
Water Conservation Fund in 1980. But because 
the effort was driven solely by volunteers, the proj-
ect was not ranked high enough for direct funding. 

 However, Chris Delaporte, the Director of the 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Services, 
happened to be in Port Townsend to award the 
National Historic Designation to uptown and down-
town areas of the city. The volunteers took this 
opportunity to show him the lagoon and their plans 
for the park and he was sufficiently impressed 
that, when he got back to DC, he suggested to 
Secretary Andrus that he fund this project through 
the Secretary’s contingency fund.  Cecil Andrus 
concurred and on 5 January 1981, just before the 
end of the Carter Administration, funding for Kah 
Tai Lagoon Nature Park was approved. The nearly 
80 acre nature park in Port Townsend is a direct 
result of Cecil Andrus’ appreciation of nature.

Costa Rica 2017, Diversity of 
Wildlife, Up Close and Personal!
Admiralty Audubon presents Beverly McNeil’s 

new 2017 Costa Rica show, including incredible 
hummingbirds and mammals, reptiles and awe-
some glass frogs! 

Please join us for a photographic overview of 
her 2017 four week nature photography adven-
ture exploring the South Pacific lowlands and the 
Caribbean slope.

AAS Community Program 
Thursday, 19 October 2017, 7:00 pm

Port Townsend Community Center
Lawrence & Tyler

the public is invited

Thanks to Aloura Remy & Her Parents
Aloura is a teenaged artist who loves birds and 

other wildlife and who belongs to our chapter 
along with her family. She can often be found at 
the Coop on Sundays 3:00-5:30 pm selling her 
artwork. On her own initiative, she has been fund-
raising for us by selling her artwork and donating 
half the proceeds to our chapter. Those donations 
have added up to several hundred dollars! One of 
her recent works is shown on p.2 lower left. Her 
work can be found online at http://alourasart.com.
Arbor Day, Day of Caring, and More

On 22 October, our usual chapter workparty (see 
p.1) will be a combined event to celebrate autum-
nal Arbor Day, United Good Neighbors’ Day of 
Caring and satisfy part of our annual obligation to 
DNR for the Urban Forestry Restoration Project 
(UFRP) effort at this location in March 2017.
Our city and county have benefited greatly from 
DNR’s Urban Forestry Restoration Project. For the 
last three years, both city and county parks have 
received a month of skilled labor from a crew of 
six young people via the Washington Conserva-
tion Corps, part of our state’s version of Ameri-
corps. Although this work does not require money 
from our city and county, it requires us to develop 
and enact maintenance and monitoring plans for 
those work areas. UFRP removed Scot’s broom 
and invasive blackberry in this right of way on the 
northeast boundary of Kah Tai. Now it’s our turn to 
plant native trees and restore the habitat.

Rosemary Sikes
AAS Programs Chair



Admiralty Audubon Society               East Jefferson County, WA

September 2017          4

AAS Membership Form 2017
http://admiraltyaudubon.org

name          date
mailing address
city, state, zipcode
email address          phone number

Would you prefer your newsletter by email?            paper copy?          amount enclosed $

Send $20 annual membership to: Admiralty Audubon, PO Box 666, Port Townsend WA 98368
or pay online at the Membership link via PayPal or credit card

Membership includes 6 issues of our newsletter per year and the right to vote in chapter elections. 
Chapter programs and field trips are free to the public. We always welcome donations!

Field Trip Reports
Anderson Lake State Park, Friday, 14 July 2017:
Our bird walk was very much enjoyed by 8 of us. 
We walked around the lake on trail B and spot-
ted and/or heard 20 species: Wilson’s Warblers, 
Swainson’s Thrush, Pacific Slope Flycatchers, 
Crows, Ravens, American Robins, Spotted To-
whees, Black-headed Grosbeaks, Cedar Wax-
wings, Song Sparrows, Pacific Wren, Black-
capped Chickadees, Red-breasted Nuthatches, 
Black-throated Gray Warbler (a new one for many 
of us!), Warbling Vireo, Western Tanager, doves of 
unidentified species,Violet-green Swallows, Tur-
key Vultures and American Goldfinch. Trip Leader 
Beverly McNeil.
Kah Tai Lagoon Nature Park, Saturday, 5 Aug. 2017:
Notable shorebird migration is starting. Mud flats 
are greatly exposed for migrating species. Great 
views of the Spotted Sandpiper, Greater and 
Lesser Yellowlegs and Vaux’s Swift were especial-
ly enjoyed by seven birders. Twenty-one species 
listed: Canada Goose 20, Mallard 40, Northern 
Shoveler 10, Northern Pintail 1, Hooded Mergan-
ser 6, Ruddy Duck 6, Pied-billed Grebe 2, Virginia 
Rail 2, Killdeer 1, Least Sandpiper 35, Western 
Sandpiper 15, Spotted Sandpiper 1, Greater Yel-
lowlegs 4, Lesser Yellowlegs 1, gull sp. 8, Vaux’s 
Swift 2, Downy Woodpecker 1, American Crow 
25, Purple Martin 6, Violet-green Swallow 6, Barn 
Swallow 12, Marsh Wren 1. Trip Leader Paula 
Vanderheul.

Go Birding and Make a Difference!
Are seabirds in Puget Sound and the Strait of 

Juan de Fuca increasing or declining in numbers? 
Which species are changing their range? Help 
us find out. Contribute to vital seabird science by 
joining the eleventh season of Seattle Audubon’s 
Puget Sound Seabird Survey. We are now recruit-
ing enthusiastic and dedicated volunteers to help us 
monitor the status of our local wintering seabirds. 

Training on survey methodology will be 
provided at a location near you in September; the 
first seabird survey will be conducted on October 
7, 2017. Volunteers should be able to identify 
Puget Sound’s seabird species and be available 
on the first Saturday of each month, October 
through April, to conduct a 30-minute seabird 
survey. If determining between Lesser and 
Greater Scaup is a challenge, we’ll team you up 
with more knowledgeable surveyors. Learn more, 
including training dates, at www.seabirdsurvey.
org and email Toby Ross, Science Manager 
(tobyr@seattleaudubon.org) if you would like 
more information or to take part.

Herons in the Neighborhood
This year we’ve had a heron rookery pop up in 

the Douglas firs west of Kah Tai Lagoon. At least 
four active nests were observed, with at least 
four nestlings in two of them. Bless the humans 
nearby, who’ve borne the cacophony of young 
heron talk for months. Our chapter photographers 
have documented their lives in the nest (see p.5), 
always from a distance so as to not disturb the 
birds. GBH rookeries are protected as they are a 
priority species in Washington.

Barrow’s Goldeneye pair © Doug Schurman
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© Beverly McNeil © Beverly McNeil

© David Gluckman

© David Gluckman

Great Blue Herons from two of at least four nests in a new rook-
ery near Kah Tai. Age increases clockwise from upper left, from 
nestlings to a fledgling’s first flight. © Beverly McNeil

© David Gluckman
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President: Rick Jahnke    360-531-3417   rjahnke@att.net
Vice President & Publicity: Bill Vogt  360-531-2821         bill@archivalry.com
Secretary: Ron Sikes     360-385-0307   b1rdbrush@gmail.com
Treasurer: Bob Tyer     360-379-1610   bwtyer@gmail.com
Field Trips: David Gluckman    360-379-0360   cgluckman@aol.com
Programs: Rosemary Sikes    360-385-0307   ptrose53@gmail.com
Conservation, Education         OPEN
Membership & Newsletter: Debbie Jahnke  360-531-3415   admiraudub@gmail.com
Member At Large - PI Rep: Craig Wester 360-385-5390   craigwester@olympus.net
Christmas Bird Count: Dan Waggoner  360-301-1788   danwags57@gmail.com  
Webmaster: Andrew Reding           --    aareding@gmail.com
Website: http://admiraltyaudubon.org             Facebook: https://facebook.com/admiraltyaudubon

Banner
Design and Art by

Larry Eifert©

Admiralty Audubon Officers and Board

Admiralty Audubon Society   PO Box 666   Port Townsend WA 98368

Bushtit at Kah Tai, August 2017

Dead Bats Should Be Reported to Fish & Wildlife
Three of our trip leaders collaborated recently 

to identify a dead bat. Bev McNeil found it along 
the trail in Kah Tai Lagoon Nature Park in mid-
July. Ron Sikes photographed it and Tom Butts 
identified it as a silver-haired bat. Shortly after 
there was an article in the PDN about bats and 
the deadly (to bats) white-nose syndrome (www.
whitenosesyndrome.org) so we sent in our 
information to the Department of Fish & Wildlife.

DFW collects bat carcasses from November to 
June to test for white-nose syndrome (WNS); this 
is the time period when they can most readily de-
tect the fungus that causes WNS. If you find any 
carcasses during this time please contact Abigail.
Tobin@dfw.wa.gov to arrange to have it tested for 
WNS. DFW also uses reports like ours during the 
summer to track any unusual mortality events and 
the frequency of those statewide.

© David Gluckman


