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Admiralty Audubon Pipings

AAS Kah Tai Workparties 
January & February 2017

Sunday, 15 January 9 to noon: We will 
be planting native species, removing invasive 
species, and picking up garbage at our Janu-
ary work party at Kah Tai Lagoon Nature Park. 
Park in the Chase Bank parking lot and look for 
the white pickup near the closest bench to the 
bank. Bring shovels if you want to plant, work 
gloves & trash grabbers if you have them (we 
have 5). Weed wrenches and refreshments 
provided. Information - call 360-385-0307 or 
email ptrose53@gmail.com.

Sunday, 19 February 9 to noon: In addition 
to removing invasive species and picking up 
garbage at our February work party at Kah Tai 
Lagoon Nature Park, we hope to plant native 
species and perhaps assist with irrigation 
layout. Park near the bathrooms across from 
Henery Hardware. Look for the white pickup 
between the little pond and the Benedict Street 
entrance opposite Henery Garden Center. 
Bring shovels if you want to plant, work gloves 
and trash grabbers if you have them (we have 
5). Weed wrenches and refreshments provid-
ed. Information - call 360-385-0307 or email 
ptrose53@gmail.com.

AAS Field Trip for February 2017
Saturday, 11 February 2017 

Field Trip to Fort Casey, Whidbey Island
Meet forward on main passenger deck for 

the 9:30 am sailing from Port Townsend. Dress 
for weather, wear comfortable walking shoes, 
bring your optics, and something to eat/drink. I 
will carry a spotting scope. We will look for birds 
during the to and from crossings.  On Whidbey 
Island we will go over the hill through the woods 
to the shore of Crockett Lagoon. We will walk 
about 1.5 miles. Our return is on a circular route 
to the beach and the ferry terminal. We will plan 
to catch the 1:15 pm sailing from Coupeville 
(aka. Keystone). RSVP providing a phone num-
ber and/or email address in case the trip needs 
to be cancelled due to weather or ferry prob-
lems. Leader Ron Sikes, phone 360-385-0307 
or email b1rdbrush@gmail.com. 

Time to eat a few Snow Geese?
A fascinating and alarming study just pub-

lished in the science journal Nature reports on 
the status of migratory shorebirds, in particular 
Redknots. Researchers have shown that tagged 
Redknots make the 3000 mile journey from Del-
aware Bay to the Arctic in three days and one 
has traveled from the Arctic to the southern tip of 
South America for more than 20 years. 

Their breeding territory is shared by species 
such as Snow Geese, which used to winter in 
Louisiana and Texas but now winter in mid-
western fields and fill up on leftover grain. The 
competion for breeding territory arising from 
this explosion of Snow Goose populations (from 
about 1.5 million in the 1960s to 20 million to-
day) due in large part to an excess food source 
may well overwhelm the Redknots’ ability to 
survive. The citation is Nature 541, 16–20, (05 
January 2017), doi:10.1038/541016a and the 
link is: http://www.nature.com/news/what-s-kill-
ing-the-world-s-shorebirds-1.21232.

Bohemian Waxwings! 
Long-eared Owls!

We were alerted to the appearance of Bo-
hemian Waxwings in our area just prior to the 
Christmas Bird Count, and indeed, some of our 
intrepid counters were able to identify some in 
our count circle. Now they have been sighted re-
peatedly near and within Kah Tai Lagoon Nature 
Park! If you’d like to add a Bohemian Waxwing 
to your life list, keep your eye on our Sightings 
page on our website and follow your binoculars 
to the most recent sighting. 

And if that wasn’t exciting enough, Jerry Gil-
bert spotted our very first reported Long-eared 
Owl at Kah Tai on 6 January 2017. He confirmed 
his sighting with three other expert birders and a 
couple of blurry but definitive photos (check our 
facebook page). 

The combination of Bohemian Waxwing and 
Long-ear Owl bring our species count at Kah Tai 
to 159!
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© Johanna King

© David Gluckman

© Alan L Bauer

© Alan L Bauer

© Johanna KingTop: Common Eider hen on her nest, Iceland, June 2016;

Middle: Hepatic Tanager, Arizona, December 2016;

Borttom: Blue Grouse subspecies Sooty Grouse, Icicle 
Ridge.

Top: Townsend’s Warbler in Alpine Larch, Chelan Sawtooth 
Mountains;

Bottom: Northern Gannets nesting, Iceland, June 2016
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AAS Community Programs 
19 January & 16 February 2016, 7:00 pm

the public is invited; PT Community Center, Lawrence & Tyler

Rosemary Sikes
AAS Programs Chair

Early last June, Johanna King had the oppor-
tunity to join a small birding group sponsored by 
Wildlife Iceland. The 5 day tour was based at the 
lovely Hotel Raudaskrida near Husavik in north-
east Iceland, in the midst of roaring rivers and 
waterfalls, wild coastline, desolate sheep ranch-
es, and dozens of species of nesting birds.  As 
there was no darkness, the days were long and 
somewhat demanding, but the rewards were 
exceptional.  

After traveling north for nearly an hour in 
a small plane from Reykjavik, the group im-
mediately spent a few hours birding near the 
hotel – and being dive-bombed by Arctic Terns, 
distracted by wing-dragging Ringed Plovers, and 
amazed by Common Snipes falling out of the 
sky like leaves.  

In all, 70 species were seen; of those, about 
half were familiar ones like Horned Grebes, Bar-
row’s Goldeneyes, and Harlequin Ducks.  Less 
familiar ones included the fabulous Gyr Falcon, 
the Barnacle Goose, and the Eurasian Oyster-
catcher.  Most birds were in breeding plumage, 
and were courting, sitting on eggs, or already 
tending chicks.  

Special highlights included seeing hundreds 
of Northern Fulmars on one side of a small boat 
and humpback whales on the other, looking at 
many thousands of nesting Northern Gannets, 
auks of various species, and Black-legged Kitti-
wakes on the Langanes Peninsula, and seeing 
a Rock Ptarmigan in the midst of changing from 
winter to summer plumage.  

Johanna will be sharing her photos and expe-
riences at the 19 January 2017 meeting.

Celebrate what’s right with the world! Some-
times we just need to slow down or look more 
closely, but there is always something fascinat-
ing to appreciate right around us. Come spend 
an evening on 16 February 2017 with profes-
sional photographer Alan L. Bauer as he shares 
an image intensive presentation including many 
of his personal celebrations. From hiking to bird-
ing to just standing still looking at what’s nearby, 
everywhere is something worth celebrating and 
making each day a better experience!

Alan L. Bauer is a professional photographer 
specializing in the natural history of the Pacific 
Northwest and coverage of local history. He is a 
lifelong resident of the Pacific Northwest, hav-
ing grown up on a large family farm in Oregon’s 
Willamette Valley and now calling Washington 
state his home for the past 29 years. His work 
has been published extensively.

Iceland Birding Adventures Celebrate What’s Right - 
and Photograph It!

Christmas Bird Count - 
full report soon

We had a challenging but successful Christ-
mas Bird Count, with snow, sleet, and an abrupt 
cold snap sufficient to freeze most freshwater 
bodies and some birder bodies. It was a bonus 
that the Port Townsend Leader took an interest 
in the count this year and we got a half page 
story about it in the 28 December Leader, with 
color photos! The link is http://www.ptleader.
com/news/for-the-birds-weather-or-not/arti-
cle_8627593e-cc88-11e6-90c0-1b41802ef721.
html.

Our fearless CBC leader, Dan Waggoner, 
reports that we had more human participants 
than ever this time, with slightly over 50 humans 
checking in. The weather kept a lot of partic-
ipants from attending the countdown, but we 
had a very pleasant countdown. AAS Friend Jim 
Todd donated two generous birding door prizes 
and the happy winners were Janet Kearsley and 
Bev McNeil.
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AAS Membership Form 2017
http://admiraltyaudubon.org

name          date
mailing address
city, state, zipcode
email address          phone number

Would you prefer your newsletter by email?            paper copy?          amount enclosed $

Send $20 annual membership to: Admiralty Audubon, PO Box 666, Port Townsend WA 98368
or pay online at the Membership link via PayPal or credit card

Membership includes 6 issues of our newsletter per year and the right to vote in chapter elections. 
Chapter programs and field trips are free to the public. We always welcome donations!

Field Trip Reports
Friday, 18 November 2016 - Fort Flagler birding 
Ten birders enjoyed a cool calm seas morning 
experiencing excellent views of the following 
29 species: Brant 75, Harlequin Duck 20, Surf 
Scoter 40, White-winged Scoter 1, Long-tailed 
Duck 20, Bufflehead 25, Common Goldeneye 
35, Red-breasted Merganser 40, Pacific Loon 
2, Common Loon 15, Horned Grebe 25, Red-
necked Grebe 4, Western Grebe 2, Pelagic 
Cormorant 20, Double-crested Cormorant 35, 
Great Blue Heron 25 flying from the hills to Indi-
an Island, Bald Eagle 1, Black-bellied Plover 45, 
Black Turnstone 15, Sanderling 15, Dunlin 200, 
Common Murre 2, Pigeon Guillemot 6, Mew Gull 
4, Western x Glaucous-winged Gull (hybrid) 20, 
American Crow 4, Dark-eyed Junco 10. Paula 
Vanderheul, Trip Leader.

Sunday, 1 January 2017 - Third Annual New 
Year’s Day birding at Irondale Beach County 
Park, Port Hadlock WA 
Six birders attended the New Year’s Day field 
trip under sunny cold skies. Not a great vari-
ety of seabird species seen. A fun time view-
ing the following birds of 31 species (+1 other 
taxa): Eurasian Wigeon 1, American Wigeon 
150, Mallard 4, Northern Pintail 1, Surf Scoter 
4, Black Scoter 4, Bufflehead 15, Common 
Goldeneye 15, Hooded Merganser 3, Common 
Merganser 2, Common Loon 1, Horned Grebe 
8, Red-necked Grebe 4, Western Grebe 8, 
Double-crested Cormorant 2, Great Blue Heron 
5, Cooper’s Hawk 1, Bald Eagle 1, Black-bellied 
Plover 2, Black Turnstone 8, Mew Gull 10, West-
ern x Glaucous-winged Gull (hybrid) 40, Anna’s 
Hummingbird 1, Belted Kingfisher 2, Northern 
Flicker 2, Black-capped Chickadee 2, Gold-
en-crowned Kinglet 4, American Robin 10, Dark-
eyed Junco 4, Song Sparrow 1, House Finch 4, 
Purple Finch 4. Paula Vanderheul, Trip Leader 

above: Pied-billed Grebe, Kah Tai Lagoon Nature 
Park, June 2016.

right: California Quail hens, Hood River OR, 2016.

© Bev McNeil

© Julie Jaman
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© Artemis Celt

© Bev McNeil

© Bev McNeil

© Artemis Celt

© David Gluckman

© Julie Jaman

top: Harris Hawks in Arizona, December 2016, one of the 
few raptor species that stay together in a group for activities 
like hunting;

middle: part of a Brant flock of 175 at Fort Flagler, January 
2017;

bottom: Northern Pintails, Mystery Bay, November 2016.

top: an exceedingly well-camouflaged Great Blue Heron 
making lunch out of a much less successfullly camouflaged 
snake; Ridgefield NWR. October 2016;

Green-winged Teal, Nisqually NWR, November 2016;

A glaze of ice on Kah Tai Lagoon, January 2017.

© Julie Jaman
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President: Rick Jahnke    360-531-3417  rjahnke@att.net
Vice President & Publicity: Bill Vogt  360-531-2821        bill@archivalry.com
Secretary: Ron Sikes     360-385-0307  b1rdbrush@gmail.com
Treasurer: Bob Tyer     360-379-1610  bwtyer@gmail.com
Field Trips: David Gluckman    360-379-0360  cgluckman@aol.com
Programs: Rosemary Sikes    360-385-0307  ptrose53@gmail.com
Conservation, Education         OPEN
Membership & Newsletter: Debbie Jahnke  360-531-3415  admiraudub@gmail.com
Member At Large - PI Rep: Craig Wester 360-385-5390  craigwester@olympus.net
Christmas Bird Count: Dan Waggoner  360-301-1788  danwags57@gmail.com  
Webmaster: Andrew Reding           --   aareding@gmail.com
Website: http://admiraltyaudubon.org            Facebook: https://facebook.com/admiraltyaudubon

Banner
Design and Art by

Larry Eifert©

Admiralty Audubon Officers and Board

Admiralty Audubon Society   PO Box 666   Port Townsend WA 98368

© Bev McNeil

Dues, newsletters, color and contacts

Northern Harrier, rear view, Ridgefield NWR, November 2016.

Admiralty Audubon dues run 1 January - 31 
December annually. If you are a new member 
who joined midyear in 2016, you are welcome to 
prorate 2017 if you so choose. Dues are $20 per 
household.

If you compare the pdf newsletter and the 
printed version, you will note that only pp. 2 and 
5 are in color in the printed version. That is to 

keep our printing costs at a level we can afford 
so we can share some of the wonderful pho-
tography contributed by our members. We’re a 
small chapter and we have to budget carefully.

Sometimes we need to let members know 
about problems like delayed birdwalks or news-
letters (like this one!). If you want to be notified, 
we need to have an email address for you.


