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Admiralty Audubon Pipings
Stresses on Bird Populations

Two recent articles caught my eye. The first 
(published in PNAS 2015) estimates that at 
current ocean concentrations, 90% of sea birds 
ingest plastic. By 2050, the authors estimate 
that number will reach 99%. Plastic has no 
nutritional benefit. Large pieces can restrict or 
interfere with digestive function, so this is not 
good news for sea birds already facing chang-
ing food regimes due to ocean acidification. It is 
not our inability to establish recycling programs 
or sloppy waste management, but rather the 
very long lifetime of plastics in the environment. 
Most plastics do not break down fast enough to 
prevent build-up in the environment. Even if we 
effectively recycle or bury in land fills the vast 
majority of plastic, the small portion that escapes 
builds up in the environment. Think about that 
the next time you are looking for anything to buy 
that is not packaged, at least in part, in plastic.

A more upbeat article noted studies that 
continue to refine how the siting of wind turbines 
can reduce mortality of birds, especially large 
raptors. Climate change is the largest threat to 
birds. In their 2015 report, National Audubon 
estimated that more than half (314 of 588) of 
North American bird species were classified as 
endangered (lose >50% of current range with 
no gain elsewhere) or threatened (lose >50% 
of current range but with the possibility of some 
gain elsewhere) in the next 85 years due to 
climate change. Wind turbines must be a major 
contributor to the growth of renewable energy. 

Total bird mortality attributed to turbines, of 
course, pales in comparison to other causes.  
For example, annual deaths due to windows 
(100 - 900 million (M)), feral cats (up to 500M), 
high tension wires (up to 180M), cars (up to 
70M), pesticides (up to 80M), are roughly 200 - 
3000 times greater than the estimated 200,000 
- 300,000 birds killed by turbines. And some of 
these causes also impact large raptors. Neverthe-
less, continued reduction in deaths due to turbines 
is welcome news both for the immediate benefit 
and the future benefit of climate change mitigation.

Rick Jahnke
Admiralty Audubon President

AAS Field Trips for 
September & October 2015

Fort Flagler Field Trip
Saturday, 19 September

We’ll meet at 9 am at Portage Bridge Park, 
the first right after crossing the bridge to Indian 
Island. There’ll be stops along Indian Island 
isthmus mud flats looking for shore birds and 
a stop at Mystery Bay before heading to Fort 
Flagler RV campground (end of Campground 
Road). We’ll walk the spit scoping Port 
Townsend Bay and Kilisut Harbor for fall 
migrating ducks, grebes and shorebirds and 
scope Rat Island looking for nesting Caspian 
Terns and gulls. Prepare for cool wet weather 
with gloves, hats, layers of clothing, binoculars, 
spotting scope, and raingear. To carpool from 
Port Townsend, meet at the Park and Ride 
across the street from Safeway by 8:30 am. 
I’ll meet everyone at the Indian Island Portage 
Park. Trip Leader Paula Vanderheul, trip leader 
360-379-8564 or pvanderheul@gmail.com 

Sea and Shore Birds, 
Discovery and Dungeness Bays 

Saturday, 3 October 
We’ll leave the Park and Ride at 8am and 

travel to Gardiner, John Wayne Marina and 3 or 
4 parks on eastern Dungeness Bay looking for 
recently arriving shore and seabirds. We’ll break 
off around 11 am where some will go back and 
others will shop at various box stores in Sequim. 
Heavy rain cancels. Limited to 5 vehicles. Dress 
appropriately for the weather. We’ll carpool 
when available. Trip Leader: David Gluckman 
360-531-3325 for more particulars and to make 
sure there’s enough room. 

Kah Tai Workparty
Sunday, 11 October from 9am to noon

Park near the bathrooms then walk the trail to-
ward the lagoon. The white pickup will be parked 
at the junction with the south lagoon trail. We will 
plant some of the 200 or so native plants that we 
potted up in February 2015 if we have rain. We 
will also pull Scot’s Broom and pick up garbage. 
For more information, contact Rosemary Sikes: 
360-385-0307 or ptrose53@gmail.com.
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New Exhibit at PT Senior Center
As part of a collaborative effort between the 

PT Senior Center and the PT Photography 
Club, the Center has agreed to host a series 
of exhibits in its main dining hall showing the 
work of local photographers depicting various 
scenes of life on the Olympic Peninsula. The 
first exhibit is of Port Townsend Hummingbirds 
by Photographer David Gluckman. David is an 
award-winning Nikon Professional Photographer  
(and our AAS Field Trip Chair) who has lived 
in Port Townsend for eight years and is known 
for his wildlife photographs and presentations 
around the northwest. All 24 of the 12” x 18” 
photographs were taken of Rufous or Anna’s 
Hummingbirds in his wife’s garden in PT since 
May of this year. The hummingbird exhibit will 
be up for at least the month of September and 
all images from this exhibit may be acquired for 
contributions that will be divided equally be-
tween the Senior Center and Admiralty Audubon 
Society. The exhibits are free and open to the 
public when the Senior Center is open.

Rosemary Sikes
Admiralty Audubon Programs Chair

Photos on page 2 
Clockwise from upper left:

Rufous Hummingbird female in home landscape © David 
Gluckman;

Anna’s Hummingbird female pollinating in home landscape 
© David Gluckman;

Altamira Oriole © John Gatchet;

Hooded Oriole © John Gatchet;

advertisement - helps support our color pages...

Kah Tai sunset reflected in the shallows, August 2015 © 
Artemis Celt; 

Kah Tai sunset, August 2015 © Artemis Celt;

Raindrops suspended in flowers, home landscape © Bev 
McNeil.

...and this month, we’re also invited to...
Welcome to Subirdia 

On Friday, 25 September at 7 pm John Mar-
zluff will help Quimper Unitarian start its adult 
education fall session with a free presentation of 
its first Visiting Scholar. Dr. Marzluff is the James 
W Ridgeway Professor of Wildlife Science at 
the University of Washington.  His main area of 
research is in bird behavior and wildlife manage-
ment.  He teaches classes on ornithology, urban 
ecology and conservation.  He has written over 
130 scientific papers and several books.“In The 
Company of Crows and Ravens” is possibly the 
most well known. 

His talk will center around the major thesis of 
his new book, “Welcome to Subirdia - Sharing 
Our Neighborhoods with Wrens, Robins, Wood-
peckers, and Other Wildlife”, as he describes 
the urban ecosystem and why and how we 
can help make it more functional for our avian 
co-habitators. There will be an informal recep-
tion in the Fellowship Hall following the presen-
tation and books will be available for purchase.  
QUUF is located at 2333 San Juan Ave. in Port 
Townsend. The presentation will be in the sanc-
tuary. All are welcome.

AAS October Community Program
The public is invited

Thursday, 15 October 2015, 7 pm
Port Townsend Community Center

Lawrence & Tyler
Birds of the Lower Rio Grande

One of the World’s premier birding desti-
nations is Texas’s Lower Rio Grande Valley, 
a subtropical area boasting an incredible 540 
bird species. An abundance of water along with 
Riparian and Tamaulipan Woodlands at the con-
vergence of the Central and Mississippi Flyways 
create a birding paradise. Exotic and colorful 
bird species attract birders from across the US 
and around the world. South Padre Island offers 
a close destination with an abundance of coastal 
bird species. Birding is a major part of the econ-
omy in this area and birders are welcomed and 
treated as important guests.

Presenter John Gatchet will share colorful bird 
photos, interesting information and stories from 
this special birding hotspot. John is a retired 
Superintendent of Education who began bird-
ing at age 6. He is a member of the American 
Birding Association, Oregon Birding Association, 
Washington Ornithological Society and Olympic 
Audubon. He has written articles for the ABA 
and was a contributing author to Birds of Idaho.  
John has led field trips for Audubon Societies, 
Oregon Birding Association and an ABA Region-
al Convention. 
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AAS Membership Form 2015
http://admiraltyaudubon.org

name          date
mailing address
city, state, zipcode
email address          phone number

Would you prefer your newsletter by email?            paper copy?          amount enclosed $

Send $20 annual membership to: Admiralty Audubon, PO Box 666, Port Townsend WA 98368
or pay online at the Membership link via PayPal or credit card

Membership includes 6 issues of our newsletter per year and the right to vote in chapter elections. 
Chapter programs and field trips are free to the public. We always welcome donations!

Photos page 5
Clockwise from top left: 
Horned Lark, Olympic National Park, July 2015 © Bev 
McNeil;
Horned Lark hatchlings, Mount Townsend, 2014 © Bev 
McNeil;
American Avocets and Black-necked Stilt, Soap Lake WA, 
May 2015 © David Gluckman;
Lesser Scaup, 2014 © David Schurman;
American Dipper, Mount Baker, July 2015 © Bev McNeil;
young Marmot, Mount Baker, July 2015 © Bev McNeil;
Yellowlegs ballet at Kah Tai, August 2015 © Artemis Celt;
Five of a larger flock of Vultures feeding on a young seal 
carcass, Dosewallips Estuary, August 2015 © Artemis Celt.

Go birding and make a difference!
Want to contribute to vital seabird science in 

Puget Sound and Strait of Juan de Fuca? The 
ninth season of Seattle Audubon’s Puget Sound 
Seabird Survey kicks off on 3 October 2015. We 
are now recruiting enthusiastic and dedicated 
volunteers to help monitor the status of our local 
wintering seabirds. Volunteers should be able to 
identify Puget Sound’s seabird species and be 
available on the first Saturday of each month, 
October through April, to conduct a 30-minute 
seabird survey. Training on survey methodology 
will be provided at the end of September. If 
determining between Lesser and Greater 
Scaup is a challenge (who is on p. 5?), you’ll 
team up with more knowledgeable surveyors. 
Learn more, including training dates, at www.
seabirdsurvey.org and email Toby Ross, Science 
Manager (tobyr@seattleaudubon.org) if you 
would like more information or to take part.

August Field Trip Report
The August 8th field trip to Kah Tai had good 

conditions – calm and cool with overcast. We 
were 21 persons. There were 35 species noted. 
The migrant shorebirds seen were the Greater 
and Lesser Yellowlegs, Long-billed Dowitchers, 
and Least Sandpipers. There were 7 species of 
waterfowl and several Pied-billed Grebes in-
cluding some still bearing juvenile plumage. We 
saw a couple large groups of Gadwall ducklings 
with their moms. Also about 40 juvenile Hooded 
Mergansers were on the lagoon. 

The most unusual duck was a bright blue-
billed male Ruddy duck with a black head and 
body. The Audubon Encyclopedia mentions a 
study by Gross (1965) where only 29 species of 
North American birds have observed melanism 
as compared to 304 species exhibiting albinism. 
Two new arrival migrants were a pair of Buffle-
heads and a lone Ring-necked Duck. A Virginia 
Rail made a brief flight in front of our group as it 
headed from one clump of bull rushes to anoth-
er. Some songbird migrants were a group of 5 
juvenile Common Yellowthroat warblers seen in 
the bulrushes near our viewpoint. Near the end 
of our outing a chirping Purple Martin drew our 
attention to a Peregrine Falcon the martin was 
pursuing over our head. They disappeared down 
the lagoon to the west. Trip Leader Ron Sikes.

[Note that we’ll have a field trip report for the 
July ‘Birding the Bluffs’ field trip with Trip Leader 
Bev McNeil in the next newsletter.]
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President: Rick Jahnke    360-531-3417  rjahnke@att.net
Vice President & Publicity: Bill Vogt  360-531-2821        geeezoman@bhvdesignlab.com
Secretary: Ron Sikes     360-385-0307  b1rdbrush@gmail.com
Treasurer: Bob Tyer     360-379-1610  bwtyer@gmail.com
Field Trips: David Gluckman    360-379-0360  cgluckman@aol.com
Programs: Rosemary Sikes    360-385-0307  ptrose53@gmail.com
Conservation, Education         OPEN
Membership & Newsletter: Debbie Jahnke  360-531-3415  admiraudub@gmail.com
Member At Large: Craig Wester   360-385-5390  craigwester@olympus.net
Christmas Bird Count: Dan Waggoner  360-301-1788  danwags57@gmail.com  
Webmaster: Andrew Reding           --   aareding@gmail.com
Website: http://admiraltyaudubon.org            Facebook: https://facebook.com/admiraltyaudubon
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Tree Swallow convention, Kah Tai © Artemis Celt

Hawk Migration Festival - update
Our Christmas Bird Count Leader is in need of 

some organized assistance, as his work sched-
ule this fall will not allow the time to contact and 
organize all our participants. Please consider 
stepping up to help this year. Email Dan Wag-
goner (see contact list) if you have time and 
energy to help handle all the communications 
that come with a successful CBC effort.

CBC Help Needed
As the wildfires have wreaked havoc through-

out North Central Washington, they have also 
burned in and around the Chelan Ridge Hawk-
Watch site. The event location has moved 45 
minutes from Mazama to Slate Peak, and will 
operate out of the North Cascades Basecamp, 
Sept. 11-13. Check http://www.ncwaudubon.org/ 
for more information.


